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Inside this month ...

GENERAL MONTHLY MEETING

Diary Dates
SEPTEMBER MEETING:Thursday 25 September 2014 at 2pm Book - Life Behind the Bar
VENUE: Society Research Centre, Old Council Chambers Building, Bundanoon 150 Years

Bowral Road, Mittagong ; . .
GUEST SPEAKER:  Bernadette Mahony ﬁgggﬁ?&'gﬁ y;:zegfzs

Bernadette will be speaking on the history of Kangaloon. i )
AFTERNOONTEA:  To be served following the speaker - Members - please Wild’s or Wilde’s Meadow

bring a plate ora donation.
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And more ...

OCTOBER MEETING: Thursday 23 October 2014 at 2pm

VENUE: Society Research Centre, Old Council Chambers Building,
Bowral Road, Mittagong

GUEST SPEAKER: D ennis McManus

AFTERNOON TEA: To be served following the speaker - Members - please
bring a plate ora donation.




From ironbark to concrete poles

Several media outlets in the Southern Highlands have
reported recently on concerns with the installation of
concrete power poles by the local energy provider.

It is reported that the provider has agreed to improve
road safety issues and visual amenity surrounding
such concrete poles, particularly those installed on
Exeter Road as part of the Moss Vale to Exeter
electricity upgrade. Guard rails will be installed
around a number of poles and one pole moved that is
too close to the road verge. However it appears that
concerns raised by Exeter Village Association about
the placement of two large concrete poles in the
village centre will not be addressed.

With this in mind, it is relevant to reproduce a letter
written to the Society last year by Terry Rannard, a
local resident of many years standing. He is a regular
reader of our weekly history column in the Southern
Highland News and was prompted to write after
reading an article about the switching on of electricity
in Bundanoon and Exeter.

In that article it was told how, with the support of local
member Mark Morton MLA, the Wingecarribee Shire
Council decided upon a scheme to connect the Shire’s
resort areas of Bundanoon and Exeter to the electricity
grid. The following year the Moss Vale Post reported
that “on 30 August 1929, Mark Morton MLA pressed
down a controlling lever switch and the towns of
Bundanoon and Exeter banished hurricane lamps and
tallow candles to the limbo of forgotten things”.

The current was taken in bulk from the Public Works
Department at a point on the Port Kembla line near
the boundary of Moss Vale Municipality. Mark Morton
said he hoped the residents of Bundanoon and Exeter
would appreciate the benefits, boons and blessings
which would follow the availability of light and power.

For Terry Rannard, this story brought to mind the high
voltage power line that presently supplies the
Ringwood Zone Substation at Exeter and reminded
him of some anecdotal history of this once critically
important piece of infrastructure. He wrote as follows:

| worked for the former Berrima County Council, and |
remember some of the older employees saying that the
line was builtin 1929 by the Department of Works. This
has proven to be factual. It was also said that at the
time, early 1970s, most of the hardwood poles were
the original Ironbark species. What is noteworthy is
that these electricity poles are currently being replaced
with concrete poles, by the current electricity supply
authority. That makes these poles 85 years old, many
still standing!

I was 'on call' for this area after hours for some years,
and | recall being called out by a resident along the
route of this line in the mid-1970s, who stated that he
thought something had happened near his property, as

he had lost supply, and there was a grass fire. | was on
the job within about 30 seconds, I'm sure!

| arrived before Police or Ambulance and found that a
car driven by a well-known local resident had collided
with one of these Ironbark poles, causing the top metre
or so to whip and break off, causing the 33kV line to be
brought to ground level. | was alone, and immediately
radioed my home, to request a linesman to come to the
site (which ultimately happened).

In the meantime, Police and Ambulance had arrived,
and were reliant upon me clearing the area of hazard,
to allow them to carry out their responsibilities. The
driver was deceased, and thrown from the car, and |
needed to step over/around the body to enable me to
make the area safe. | hope you find this of interest.

Railway Ave, Bundanoon after a snowfall showing
telegraph (left) and electricity poles (right)

Electricity power pole on Barrengarry mountain road

Electricity poles provide a back-drop to local cyclists
- article compiled by P Morton
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Wild’'s or Wilde's Meadow ?

Robertson Mail, Friday 15 February 1929
Selected by Lavinia Ford from Trove

Was it named after a Great Pioneer? Have we all
been doing dishonor to a great pioneer in spelling
Wildes Meadow with an “e”? The Milton Times thinks
so and gives some good reasons. Here they are:

Wild's Meadow was named after the explorer Joseph
Wild, but the name as it was is not good enough for
the community to-day. Old hands remember a local
ditty, probably composed by the late Mr C A Moule, of
Burrawang, in which frequent reference was made to
“Joe Wild's Meadow”.

Since those days Wild's Meadow, as it was then
known, has taken on a bit more side or something.
For a few years it smiled and prospered under the
fetching cognomen of Myra Vale. Then it had a kind
of relapse, or something else, and ever since it has
rejoiced as Wilde's Meadow.

Joseph Wild was mixed up with Charles Throsby's
exploration from Bong Bong early in the 19th century.
There is not the least doubt that Wild's Meadow,
properly so called, was named after him.

Throsby, whose property everyone knows near Moss
Vale, was for many years the Vice-Regal country
residence. Governor Macquarie, on his visit to Lake
George, in 1820, shortly after its discovery, stayed at
Throsby's place on the way. Subsequently he wrote:
“Mr Throsby not having yet given any particular name
or designation to his new estate in this fine country, |
have, with his own consent named it ‘Throsby Park’, a
designation particularly suitable and appropriate to
his beautiful park like grounds.” Throsby Park it still is.

But this story is about Joe Wild: On 26th March, 1818,
Throsby started his return journey from Caarne, or
Southern Marulan. By evening they had reached a
creek called Yarranghaa, now Yarrunga Creek, the
head water of Fitzroy Falls. On 30th March they were
at Parronrah, now known as Kangaroo Valley.
Throsby mentions that he sent Josh Wild to examine
part of the country thereabouts “twelve months since”.
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Joe Wild and Charles Throsby jnr are said to be the two
figures in Conrad Martens’ Fitzroy Falls painting of 1836

At

In due course they reached Jervis Bay and on 5th
April Throsby “with Wild and young Mr Grimes”
climbed a hill and got a fine view of St. George's
Basin. Throsby wrote of the natives hereabout:

“Just after dark Wild and myself being on the beach
observed two young men bring our spears, etc, from
the opposite side of the creek and put them in the
bush. We removed a short distance nearer water.
Several of the native women went away this evening,
a very suspicious circumstance; kept watch all night.”
So Joe Wild was generally about when anything was
doing.

In a letter dated August 29, 1820, S Hall writing to
Throsby reported that Joseph Wild had discovered
Lake George and when you look through Throsby's
records you will find that Wild was always handy.
When Throsby went to Bathurst in 1819 from the
Wingecarribee, Wild was with him and it is recorded
that the party halted at Burnmaring, “Wild being ill”.

It was on 14th April, 1920, that Surveyor Meehan with
a survey party of five others, commenced a journey
“from Joseph Wild's hut”, which was on the south side
of the Wingecarribee River, “very near where the
present Bong Bong Bridge is situated”. He was
accompanied also by Mr Chalker and Joseph Wild.
Wild also accompanied the eminent botanist Robert
Brown in his botanical researches in NSW and
Tasmania between 1802 and 1805.

When Governor Macquarie set out to visit Lake
George, Throsby wrote to him on 1st October, 1820,
stating that he had sent a party “to join Wild at the
road party” to make preparations for the trip. On 18th
October the Vice-Regal party, which included Major
Antill, Lieut Macquarie, Mr Meehan (Deputy Surveyor
General) and Charles Throsby arrived at Throsby's
place. “I met here with Joseph Wild”, Macquarie
wrote, “one of the first settlers | sent with Mr Throsby
to the new country, and who has the immediate
direction of the party employed in constructing the
road towards Bathurst through this country”.

And later on they crossed the Cookbundoon River
twice within half a mile. It took them two hours to
climb the mountain with the baggage carts, and down
the other side. “I named this ascent and descent
‘Wild's Pass™ Macquarie wrote, “after Joseph Wild,
the overseer of the party”. Practically every exploring
expedition within that part of the country in those days
was accompanied by Wild. Official records are full of
his name, and the late Mr R H Cambage collected an
amazing amount of information about those stirring
adventures. Wild died in 1847, aged 88, and was
buried in the cemetery at Bong Bong Church.

The foregoing facts are from a paper Cambage read
before the Royal Historical Society in 1921.

Any community ought to feel proud to be called after
Wild —just plain Wild without any frills.
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DIARY DATES

THURSDAY 11 SEP Management Committee Meeting
THURSDAY 25 SEP Monthly General Meeting

THURSDAY 9 OCT Management Committee Meeting
THURSDAY 23 OCT Monthly General Meeting

THURSDAY 13 NOV Management Committee Meeting
THURSDAY 27 NOV Monthly General Meeting

2:00pm at the Historical Society

2:00pm at the Historical Society

2:00pm atthe Historical Society

If undelivered retum to:
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PO Box 131

MITTAGONG NSW 2575

Berrima District Historical & Family History Society Inc
Newsletter

Print Post Approved
PP100001055

SURFACE
MAIL

POSTAGE
PAID

AUSTRALIA

THE BERRIMA DISTRICT HISTORICAL AND
FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY NEWSLETTER

is proudly supported by the following organizations that encourage the work of our Society in collecting,

preserving and maintaining the history of the Southern Highlands.

Springetts Arcade




